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Mr. Reed E. Hundt, Chair 4@ n ’ i
Federal Communications Commission &@ﬁ_ @<54 e
Washington, D. C. N 4%p
Dear Mr. Hundt: ‘“\u,

g il

In my opinion, our local television stations are not
complying with the standards for prime time programs by
showing previews of movies to be shown later The movies to
be shown do not have a rating suitable for prime time. The
previews show the most violent and sexy scenes in the movie.
Even though the preview may be only ten seconds, the fact
remains that the content of the preview does,not meet prime
time standards.

For example, Channel 05 in St. Louis showed a preview
during the Wheel of Fortune program in which guns were fired
and an actress thrown to the ground. This was the day after
the jury verdict in the Simpson case and the preview of
violence toward women went exactly contrary to the lesson
hopefully learned by the Simpson case.

There is no warning that the preview is coming. The
rating for the movie is shown at the end of the preview.
The preview does not contain any moral lesson that may or
may not be in the movie. Families have no opportunity to
protect their children from seeing the violence and sex in a
preview nor tune it out for their own benefit.

In the newspaper articles on standards for television,
I have not seen any exception for previews. It should be
called to the attention of the industry that there is no
exception for previews and the content of previews of movies
must meet the same standards as all programs suitable for
the time of day in which they are shown.

Yours truly,

PG frrisloirs

William G. Arstrong
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The Honorable ZIZgg% /&4274&48L e

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

- /
Commissioner j:zgﬁagzgéyo/ /ﬁ%%%ké?f'

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission
to hold a public hearing as part of its review of the television
industry's ratings systenm.

The National Association nr Famxly & Community Education and
its affiliate, State Association,
are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved

in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned
that the family issue of the recently implemented television
ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

iy
-, ,‘;

The questions generated by the current age-based television
ratings system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold
such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to
families in America today.

Sincerely,

Mwﬂ/ Foider)
W/Mf%omm ﬂ%
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MR. REBED HUNDT i
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS @OMMESS[PN
1919 M. STREET N.W. i
WASHINGTON, D€ 20954

DEAR MR. HUNDT:

I AM WRITING ASKING THAT THE NEW RATING
SYSTEM BE REJECTED AS IT NOW STANDS.

UNDER THE PRETENSE OF PROVIDING HELP 10O
PARENTS, THE INDUSTRY HAS DONE THE OPPOSITE.
THBEY TELL PARENTS THAT AL PROGRAMS RATED
IV-Y, TV~7, TV~E, TV~PE, AND TV~14, REGARDLESS OF
CONTENT OR THEME, ARE SUITABLE FOR KIDS AND
YOUTHeevoorore! AND GET THIS~~~~THE PERSON WHO
PRODUCES THE PROGRAM IS THE ONB WHO RATES IT!
NC INPUT FROM THE VIEWING DUBLIC IS ALLOWED.
THERDb WILL B NO CONSISTENT PERSPECTIVE USED IN
‘THE RATINGS SINCFE HUNDREDS OF DIFFER BNT
INDIVIDUALS WILL BE DOING THE RATINGS BASED ON
THBEIR OWHN INTEBRBST.

PLEASE REJECT THE RATINGS AS THEY NOW STAND.

SINCER EIo“Y YOURS.
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MR. REED HUNDT

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M. STREET N.W.

WASHINGTON, D€ 20994

DHFAR MR, HUNDT:

I AM WRITING ASKING THAT 1THE NEW RATING
SYSTEM BE REJECTED AS IT NOW STANDS,

UNDER THE PRETENSE OF PROVIDING HELP TO
PARENTS, THE INDUSTRY HAS DONE THE OPPOSITE.
THEY ThLDL PARENTS THAT ALL PROGRAMS RATED
TVY, IV~1, TV~E, TV~-PE, AND TV~14, REGARDLESS OF
CONTBENT CR THEME, ARE SUITABLE FOR KIDS AND
YOUT H...cocvne AND GET THIS~~~~THE PERSON WHO
PRODUCES THE PROGRAM IS THE ONE WHO RATES IT!?
NO INPUT FROM THE VIEWING PUBLIC IS ALLOWED.
THERE WILL B NO CONSISTENT PERSPECTIVE USED IN
THE RATINGS SINCE HUNDREDS OF DIFFERENT
INDIVIDUALS WILL BB DOING THE RATINGS BASED ON
THEIR OWHN INTEREST.

PLEBEASE REJBECT THE RATINGS AS THEY NOW STAND.

SINCEREBLY YOURS.
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March 6, 1997
Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Missouri PTA to voice my opposition
to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S.
News and World Reprot, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV
industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without
content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is

useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Ido not believe this
system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we

request the following:

... That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information
about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for

language);

... That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive

more than one rating system;

... That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the

screen, and appear more frequently during the course cf a program;

... That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include

parents; and

... That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to

determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and

families.

incerely, )
' oY

Colleen Mullins
12131 Diane Marie Dr., Maryland Hghts., MO 63043
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COCKET e 00PY 0o Julia Cox
AL c/o Frost Middle School
4101 Pickett Rd.
Fairfax,VA 22032

Dear Sir or Madame:
It has come to my attention that the new t.v. ratings seem to be used more for
the station’s advertising than for parents to check what it is that their children
watch. | think that the rating system should be placed in the t.v. guide instead of
on the t.v. screen.| do think, however, that the rating system is a very good
idea. It gives parents a chance to see whether or not the programs that their
children watch are appropriate. Thank you for your time and | hope you will
take my idea into consideration.

Sincerely,

Julie Cox
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Date: 2/27/97 9:08pm
Subject: TV ratings

I'm concemned that the TV ratings don't reflect the content of the commercials aired. We were recently watching
Jeopardy (rated TV-G), and saw graphic scenes from an R rated theater movie. Is there a standard for commercials
that requires (encourages) they be rated no worse than the TV show they're aired with?
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The Honorable Reed Hendt, Chairman MAR 2 4 49
Federal Communication Commission Foz 97 ,v;,?
1919 M St., NW - “OKE TRIE A,
Washington, D.C. 20554 L s Y Oy 4

Dear Honorable Mr. Hendt:

I am writing to voice my opposition to the age-based TV rating system. I believe
that a content-based system where viewing choice can be made based on specific
information would be a more valuable tool to parents. It is my understanding that
the National PTA recently did a survey that showed 80% of parents favored a
content-based system (compared to 20% for an age-based system).

A content-based rating system would also give parents the right to judge what
material is acceptable for their children rather than leave that choice to the
television industry. As parents, that is a “right” that we are entitled to and the fact
that the television industry has taken the liberty to decide what is appropriate
content for our children to view is wrong. There are different stemdards of suitability
for children which are a part of each family. The content-based system would allow
each family unit select programs based on their own individual standards. 1t is also
my understanding that 17 out of 18 of the nation’s leading children’s experts judge
the age-based system inadequate, while it is almost unanimous that content
should be an essential aspect of a rating system. How can one redily think that the
television industry can objectively rate themselves? After all, is not their prime

concerm ratings?
Also, the “family hour” needs to be restored!

I thank you for your time in reading this letter and giving consideration to this, and
I'm sure, many other requests for change in the rating system.

Sincerely,

\;QL.C{ZC un T P/teku“"*“—'

Hope M. Pichura
315 Fairview St.
Johnson City, NY 13790-1475

February 28, 1997
e

No. of Copies rec'd /
List ABCDE




— URSWESS pr4 Hawndal br
CAembes Oh “432;
Febroary 25, 164"

COLUMBUS PUBLIC SCH@LS

RIDGEVIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL SRR
4241 Rudy Road ﬁ E :\
Columbus, Ohio 43214 . MR 2 4 1e
614/365-5606 T 1957
Choirmon of the Tedean Commonication coissien 7+

A M Skeeed N
U)Q.S\wmgkcm DL, 20554

iy

A aTalld T e .

bOL,-;"-E TR = OODY A
S d o o

ot

Dear Charman;

Tm WCOG Yoo ccmcem'mﬁ o Now system o} +e
+eloisien Ceiesd!

T NNk Ys ol qoad system. T helps +he viewers +o
hrows winok ey con expect from e progra . Aoy o
CON Wl £ viewer or VIewers 40 see (§ HNL program (o
OEPROPIGER. £or QM of fheie crvidgen. | )

Some. pecpie Moy Hink Hrad - i3 o woaste of Hime
10 pot HRleyision OGS 0N e ey ision sereen § ot othas
Wi\ @\m@ T twowo ot of people ond parets who

PNk systetn 1S nalpful far ham and theic Ailden. T
heles -thamn rake e (\\‘% b deciznions for wnad Awale

O\NAER COW L. |
T+ 5 a acod Yot pasple and the FLL.CL Nas

Come U%UO\‘\"(\ 'S 1300 oA PO 0O ALY Todings

1500 o wn g 4eRyision Qmmi, T \nopR thitt

H\Q POK‘\'V‘S Wil Pecome o 5@)&63 . V\V\\[OU (-’Qr YOQ(‘
hme.,
No. of Copies rec'd / Bl ﬁQQ@\V\ .
List ABCCE ,
Stepnanie Buenin

The Columbus Public Schools system will not discriminate because of race, color, national origin, sex, or handicap in the admission, access
t0, treatment, or employment in its programs and activities. This policy is applicable in all programs and activities of the school system.



CONNIE WILLIAMS

764 Wakendaw Bivd
Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 29464

Teeprone 8038811122 | 7
Fax 803-881-8919 G et F

‘MAR 2 41597

CICKETER T rpy s
LRSS W B N SN !

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Mr. Hundt,

e o}

Please change the current television rating system from the age-based fo

a content-based rating system. The television industry representatives came

up with this present system. Lets "fine tune” it into the trash where 1t
belongs. Let the parents have their choice. A content-based rating system

was favored 5-tol by parents in a PTA study.

You wonder why our kids are having such problems? Cut on the TV and
you will see the influences of violence, sex and bad language being lived out
before your eyes dunng the supposed "family hour”. Under the present
rating system, designed by those who produce all of the TV trash, it is
impossible to know the exact content of the show. Parents differ as to what
they allow at certain ages. Some parents are lax and some parents are strict.
Some children are immature and some are mature. That is why we want a

content based guide.

If there were no relationship between seeing and doing, we would have
no advertisers. Children act our what they see. Wake up smell the coffee

and restore the "family hour" with a content based guide.

Sincerely yours, _

Connte Williams
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February, 1997

The Honorable b/Q 492424§;,é¢)

Federal Communications Commissibn
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner /é7§%2;%;:22;252:—7——*‘\\
— </

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission
to hold a public hearing as part of its review of the television
industry's ratings systenm.

The National Association for Family & Communicy Education and
its affiliate, _EZié%j&QZégi) State Association,
are grass-roots organizda¥ions which have been actively involved
in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned
that the family issue of the recently implemented television

ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television
ratings system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold

such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to
families in America today.

Sincerely,
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NARCE Headguarters ® P.O. Box 835 ¢ 5963 Jefferson St. * Burlington, KY 410050835 o Tel: 606686-8333/ Fax: 606-586-8148
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FEBRUARY 21. 1997

MR. REED HUNDT

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSTON
1919 M. STREET N.W,

WASHINGTON, D€ 20554

POCYET 1 Ardy DA
WL L Y R REL

DFAR MR, HUNDT:

I AM WRITING ASKING THAT THE NEW RATING
SYSTEM BE REJECTED AS IT NOW STANDS.

UNDER THE PRETENSE OF PROVIDING HELP TO
PARENTS, THE INDUSTRY HAS DONE THE OPPOSITE.
THEY TELL PARENTS THAT ALL PROGRAMS RATED
AV-Y, TV~1, TV~E, TV~PG, AND TV~14, REGARDLESS OF
CONTENT OR THEME, ARE SUITABLE FOR KIDS AND
Y OUT Heweoooo. AND GET THIS~~~~THE PERSON WHO
PRODUCES THE PROGRAM 1S THE ONE WHO RATES IT!
NO INPUT FROM THE VIEWING PUBLIC IS ALLOWED.
THERE WILL BE NO CONSISTENT PERSPECTIVE USED IN
THE RATINGS SINCEF HUNDREDS OF DIFFERENT
INDIVIDUALS WILL BE DOING THE RATINEGS RASED ON
THEIR OWN INTEREST.

PLEASE REJBECT THE RATINGS AS THEY NOW STAND.

SINCERELY YOURS,

No. of Copies rec’d__[__
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The Honorable __Reed Hundt s wq
- Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner  Hundt

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of its
review of the television industry’s rating system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate, North Carolina Extension
Homemakers Association, are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in family issues
for the past 60 years. We are concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented television rating
system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television rating system deserve a public hearing. We
urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families in America today.

Sincerely, /Q\i/zwfr’w Oj}/ W;‘/
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The Honorable _ A& & ﬁtbmkc
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

tf . T finin o
Commissioner ~/u/V‘OCC, Q%'Wﬂouw

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold
a public hearing as part of its review of the television industry's ratings

system.

LK

The National Association For Family and Community Education and its
affiliate, ., State Association, are grass-roots
organizations Wwhich have been actively involved in family issues for the
past 60 years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented ratings system does not address the needs of

parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings
system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing
soon on this issue which is so important to families in America today.

Sincerely,

&AVUJ%\A&
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WILLIAM G. ARMSTRONG
ATTORNEY AT LAw
(314) 727-0782 7229 KINGSBURY BOULEVARD PRACTICE LIMITED

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63130
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Mr. Reed E. Hundt, Chair M A 5
Federal Communications Commission Fo W?<f4 e
Washington, D. C. : ﬂ&p

Dear Mr. Hundt:

In my opinion, our local television stations are not
complying with the standards for prime time programs by
showing previews of movies to be shown later The movies to
be shown do not have a rating suitable for prime time. The
previews show the most violent and sexy scenes in the movie.
Even though the preview may be only ten seconds, the fact
remains that the content of the preview does.not meet prime
time standards.

For example, Channel 05 in St. Louis showed a preview
during the Wheel of Fortune program in which guns were fired
and an actress thrown to the ground. This was the day after
the jury verdict in the Simpson case and the preview of
violence toward women went exactly contrary to the lesson
hopefully learned by the Simpson case.

There is no warning that the preview is coming. The’
rating for the movie is shown at the end of the preview.
The preview does not contain any moral lesson that may or
may not be in the movie. Families have no opportunity to
protect their children from seeing the violence and sex in a
preview nor tune it out for their own benefit.

In the newspaper articles on standards for television,
I have not seen any exception for previews. It should be
called to the attention of the industry that there is no
exception for previews and the content of previews of movies
must meet the same standards as all programs suitable for
the time of day in which they are shown.

Yours truly,

L o sisloea, ,

William G. Arstrong
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National Association For
Family &ommumty Education
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February, 1997 4;:}“ /i/g%)gg ‘j

The Honorable Zizgz%/ /&42?4&4?; e

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

. /
Commissioner 12&222&1&%4/ /442%@4ﬁf?'

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission
to hold a public hearing as part of its review of the television
industry's ratings systenm.

The National Association or Fam11y & Community Education and
its affiliate, State Association,
are grass—-toots organizations which have been actively involved

in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned
that the family issue of the recently implemented television
ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

Ly

The questions generated- by the current age-based television
ratings system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold
such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to
families in America today.

Sincerely,

Mﬂt&%/%@%’/
W/WZZMW/ZZ?
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FEBERUARY 24, 1997

MR. REED HUNDT

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION -
1919 M. STREET N.W, i
WASHINGTON, DC 20594

DBEAR MR, HUNDT:

I AM WRITING ASKING THAT THE NEW RATING
SYSTEM BE REJECTED AS I'I NOW STANDS.

UNDER THE PRETENSE OF PROVIDING HELP TO
PARENTS, THE INDUSTRY HAS DONE THE OPPOSITE.
THEY TELL PARENTS THAT ALL PROGRAMS RATED
IV-Y, TV~Z, TV~E, TV~PE, AND TV~14, REGARDLESS OF
CCNTENT OR THEME, ARE SUITABLE FOR KIDS AND
YOUT Heveooroo AND GET THIS~~~THE PERSON WHO |
PRODUCES THE PROGRAM IS THE ONE WHO RATES I1!
NO INPUT FROM THE VIEWING PUBLIC IS ALLOWED.
THERE WILL BE NO CONSISTENT PERSPECTIVE USED IN
‘THFE RATINGS SINCF HUNDREDS OF DIFFERENT
INDIVIDUALS WILL BE DOING THE RATINGS BASED ON
THEIR OWN INTEREBST.

PLEASE REJECT THE RATINGS AS THEY NOW STAND.

SINCBRELY YOURS,

¢
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FEBRUARY 24, 1997 o

MR. REED HUNDT

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M. STREET N.W,

WASHINGTON, D€ 20554

DEAR MR, HUNDT:

I AM WRITING ASKING THAT THE NEW RATING
SYSTEM BE REJECTED AS IT NOW STANDS.

UNDER THE PRETENSE OF PROVIDING HELP 10
PARENTS, THE INDUSTRY HAS DONE THE OPPOSITE.
THEY THELL PARENTS THAT ALL PROGRAMS RATED
TIVY, TV~1, TV~G, TV~-PE, AND TV~14, REGARDLESS OF
CONTENT CR THEME, ARE SUITABLE FOR KIDS AND
YOUTHeeooeoe: AND GFET THIS~~~~THE PERSON WHO
PRODUCES THE PROGRAM IS THE ONE WHO RATES IT!
NO INBPUT FROM THE VIEWING PUBLIC IS ALLOWED.
THERE WILL BB NO CONSISTENT PERSPECTIVE USED IN
THE RATINGS SINCE HUNDREDS OF DIFFERENT
INDIVIDUALS WILL BE DOING THE RATINGS BASED ON
THEIR CWN INTEREST.

PLEBASE REJECT THE RATINGS AS THEY NOW STAND.

SINCEREBELY YOURS,
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March 6, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners R
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.-W., Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Missouri PTA to voice my opposition
to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S.
News and World Reprot, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV
industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to' make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without
content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is
useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this
system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we
request the following:

... That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information
about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for

language);

... That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

... That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course cf a program;

... That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

... That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

incerely, .
3 /\/\_96\ A s No. of Copies rec'd___L__

Colleen Mullins List ABCCE
12131 Diane Marie Dr., Maryland Hghts., MO 63043
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HIGHLAND PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

COCKET R T rrmy ooy

DAVID E. BOULER, D Min., Ph.D.

Pastor

February 6, 1997

Dear Chairman:

This is a brief letter to let you know of my concern about the
sexuality that oozes from television programs and commercials.
We are sending mixed messages to our children when we
encourage them to consider the responsiblity and disease in
extramarital affairs yet feed them as much sexual material as
possible.

This effort to increase ratings hurts our children and may even be
linked to the increase in teen pregnancy, extramarital affairs,
sexually transmitted deseases, abortions, rape, and other
problems we face. The “V-chip” is no substitute for enforcing the
indecency law. We must enforce the rules in relation to indecency
shown on television.

| appreciate your time and thank you for reading this letter. i am

praying for you.

Slncerely,

T nyR a
Isaiah 6:8
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We have no government armed”
with power capable of contendin
with human passions unbridle
by morality and religion...

John A
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February 13, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I am writing to request a change in your policy and look forward to your
enforcement of the broadcast indecency laws against TV stations.

Also, I would appreciate it if your commission rejected the Motion Picture
Association’s rating proposal; instead, select a system that rates programming by
content.

Thank you.
Sincerely yours, ., )
,.GW"C"L‘?U 7 Cgﬂj M/ 9 7
Gloria Mezikofsky
5 Scott Lane
Wakefield, MA 01880
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